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THE CRITICS OF THE PRESENT AGE, 


A Fir, whoſe tow'ring Head, 

| High in the Air its Branches ſpread; 

Once looked down with much Diſdain 

| On the poor Bramble of the Plain, : Od 

| Who humbly creeping by his Side, Eg | 
Low | in the Dirt the Fi ir eſpy'd, 


5 Warren! hither caſt oy wondring ENT, 
« View well my Stature and my Size 
2-08 Among the Stars my Head 1 rear, 
* The Oaks to me like Shrubs appear, 
. Exalted high above the reſt, 
4“ "My. Worth ſtands Fore by all confeſs'd, 
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5 « IF : 


The Contraſt between You and Me :. 


Tunvs ſaid the F 1. Wich ek Pride 
The modeſt Bramble this rephy d: 5 ; 8 
* Afpiring Tree ! indeed tis true, | | 
*e I cannot hope to rival You; 

& To me Fate never gave the Pow'r 
0 Above the lofty Clouds to ſoar; : 7 7 6 
_ My humble Station well I know tha 
MX Is to unheeded creep below. 5 py . 
“Let when our Maſter comes to ſee 
Thy boaſted Height, E fooliſh Tree! 


% What will this Vaunting then avail, 


* Cut down, and dragg d away for Sale, 
t ſuch a Time, moſt mighty Sir 
4 8 Bramble 8 ſafer than a 55 ir.“ 
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Cxrrics ob THE PRESENT AGE. 
| Ti Critics, whoſe all-piercing Sight 


Can bring each latent Fault to light ; 
For once, O Sages, deign to hear 
The lowly Bramble's earneſt Pray'r. | 


May you the grov'ling Thing paſs by, | 


Unheeded let it live or die. 

Lo! in the Grove what Numbers riſe; 
of a | majeſtic Form and Size: 

The lofty Fir, the ſturdy Oak, 
Stand faireſt for a Critic's Stroke. 


And other Trees, long rooted there, 


Unmov'd the dreadful Blow may bear. | 
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